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Globe ond Moil Reporter 

. OTTAWA — Prime Minister 
I'li n o Trudeau drew a veil of 
h" Tc.ry yesterday ove" ospio- 
ii/'i'c activities carried out by 
l 'uMPfla within its territory, 
ivhjlc at the same time he for- 
IikiIIv assured the Commons 
that Canada engages in no os- 
|i!''b-r;e abroad, 
lie was responding in the 


(• 


mimon 


. to questions pro- 
voked by a Canadian Broad-' 
-"'Vsling ‘Corp. program that 
Haled Wednesday . night that 
. espionage work both inside 
hlid outside of Canada is 
(’in lied out by the communi- 
( nl.ions branch of the National 
Ite.soarch' Council. 

"The Canadian Government 
liijn always collected what in- . 
• formation was availaole to it 
iil its territory.” Mr. Trudeau 
laid the House. "We have 
’ never, to my knowledge, cer- 
tainly not under my Govern- 
ment, engaged in any espio- 
luige abroad, in the sense 
• Hint we have not been looking 
fiir information in an under- 
cover way -in any other coun- 
. Icy." . ’ 

Mr. Trudeau would not give 
Information, however, on the 
extent or the means of espio- 
nage carried on in Canada. As 
lie left the Commons he 
re fused to submit himself to 
die questions of reporters. 

"It's loo delicate.” he said 
in the Government lobby. 

Both the Prime Minister 
arid External Affairs Minister 
Mitchell Sharp went critical 
hi the hour-long television 
piogram, but neither of them 
staled categorically that the 
statements' made in the pro- 
gram were unfounded. 

When asked by Erik Nielsen 
(PC, Yukon) whether he 
would inform the people of 
Canada about surveillance 
equipment used by the De- 
partment of National Defence 
and the National Research 
Council, "in the light of the 
revelation of last night's pro- 
gram, " Mr. Trudeau an- 


swered noncommittally. 

"The honorable member 
might be wise to talk about 
allegations rather than revela- 
tions. if he is referring to last 
night's program,” Mr. Tru- 
deau replied. 

"Certainly there have been 
allegations made, some of 
which I know to be false, but 
on the general principle of as- 
sembling information which 
might help Canada in preserv- 
ing the security of its terri- 
tory, or indeed even in ex- 
changing information with 
some of our friends and allies, 
there is clear admission by 
the Government that this is 
done.” 

Mr. Nielsen recalled that- 
last spring he had put a ques- - 
. lion on the Commons order 
paper about the use ct sur- 
veillance equipment to moni- 
tor the whole telephone svs* 
tern in the Ottawa area. But 
Mr. Trudeau would not be 
drawn into a discussion of the 
Government's information 
gathering. 

"The honorable member is 
. asking how it is done, by what 
means and in what areas.” he 
said. “He is referring specifi- 
cally to some systems around 
Ottawa. My answer is that we 
do not answer that kind of 
question and we do not intend 
to.” 

The question of the televi- 
sion program was raised by 
John Diclenbaker (PC!. Prince 
Albert), who said that it could 
disrupt relations between Can- 
ada and the UnPcd States. 
Air. Uiefcnbakcr asked Mr.' 
Sharp whether the program 
" had been submitted for secu- 
rity clearance before it was 
aired. 

He also asked Mr. Sharp 
what he had to say "concern- 
ing the particular alleged 
revelations that the National 
Research Council of Canada 
is being used as a secret in- 
1 e r e e p l i n g and bugging 
agency working with the 
United Stales National Secu- 
rity Agency.” 
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Mr. Sharp answered .that 
the program, had not been 
cleared, and then lie angered 
Mr. Diefcnbaker by the rest' 
of his reply. 

"As to security. I would like 
to say to him (Mr. Diefenba- 
ker) that there has been no' 
change in the arrangements 
regarding the activities talked 
about on this program since - 
he was Prime Minister of this 
country.” 

"Any suggestion that any- 
thing of that kind was dene 
when I was Prime Minister I 
say is false.” Mr. Diefcnbaker 
shot back. He called the min- ' 
ister’s answer "smart-aleck 
stuff.” 

Mr. Sharp rose to assure 
the former Prime Minister. - 
that he was perfectly serious 
h his answer, and repeated 
once again that "there has 
. been no change in the activi- 
ties carried on in the field of 
intelligence and of general in- 
formation” since Mr. Diclen- 
i baker ceased to be Prime 
: Minister in 1963. • 


"I thought this would reas- 
sure him.”' Mr. Sharp said: 
But he- agi'eecl' with Mr. Uicf- 
cnbaker that the allegation's 
made on the- program “are 
both most mischievous and 
misleading.” 

Mr. Sharp was asked by 
Stuart Leggatl (NDP, New 
Westminster) whether the sci- 
entific capability of the. Na- 
tional Research Council lias 
been impaired “as a result of 
this revelation that it may be 
engaged in this kind of activ- 
ity.’.' 

"Tlie anser. Mr. Speaker, is 
no,” Mr. Sharp replied, 
though he did not comment on 
whether (he NRC was en- 
gaged in espionage-related ac- 
iivity. 

Mr. Trudeau rejected only 
one specific allegation raised 
by t ho program.' 

He was asked by Joseph 
Clark I PC, Rocky Mountain I 
about Canadian participation 
“ill the four-party intelligence 


treatyoperauve between the Qzn-<- 
United Stales, Great Britain, 

France and Australia.” 

“If the honorable member 
is referring to the specific 
treaty called UK-USA, the an- 
swer is that wc. arc not party 
to such a treaty.” 

■ When ' Mr. Clark returned 
with a slightly broader ques- 
tion. asking about Canadian 
participation “in any four- 
party ■ intelligence treaty or 
arrangement” with these 
countries, Mr. Trudeau . . 
shifted his ground. 

“I understand that the 
treaty question was one which 
was raised on the program 
last night, and that is why I 
replied in specific terms,” lie 
said. - ... ;; 

”Jn general Terms, there is:' 
as I said in reply to the first 
question, exchange of infor- 
mation with our friends and 
allies on intelligence and se- 
curity matters.. We hope thaf 
we are the beneficiaries of 
such an exchange when it 
does lake place.” 

■ As he was leaving the Com-' 
mons. Mr. Trudeau .was ap- 
proached by reporters who 
u anted to question him about 
the security questions raised 

. in the Commons. 

• 1 ”1 don't want to comment 

on questions of security,” lie' 
said. “It's much loo delicate. 

The danger is that you will 
drag .out confidences from me 
and I'll say things that I'll ic- 
gret.” • ' • 
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